Namahage masks

from the different districts
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Re-enactment of the Namahage event

This event, which attracts many tour-
ists, is performed at Shinzan Shrine
on January 3rd, which combines the
Sedo Festival, and the traditional Na-
mahage event. Round rice cakes are
baked in the sacred bonfire lit within
the shrine precincts and offered to
Namahage, an incarnation of the
gods. The highlights are the Nama-
hage dance and Namahage drums
choreographed by a contemporary
dance artist, Baku Ishii.

Namahage Museum

Namahage garments and masks differ ~
in each district where the event is per-
formed. The Namahage Museum dis- *
plays the masks and garments of ap- |
proximately 60 districts, and the 7
lineup of garments and masks is an
impressive sight. There are also many
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Shinzan Shrine

Said to have been built during the
era of the twelfth emperor Keikoh,
a shrine associated with Namahage.
It is also a popular ‘power spot’,
with its giant nutmeg tree that dates
back over a thousand ycars and nu-
merous other plants.
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For more information, contact Oga City Culture and Sports Section
Funagawa-aza-izumidai 66-1, 0ga City, Akita, 010-0595, JAPAN. Tel: 0185-24-9103
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