
Namahage masks 
from the different districts 

一
National Important Intangible folk cultural property 
0 Takes place throughout Oga City on New Year's Eve. 
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Sedo Festival, and the traditional Na­
mahage event. Round rice cakes are 
baked in the sacred bonfire lit within 
the shrine precincts and offcred to 
Namahagc, an incarnation of t he 
gods. The highlights arc the Nama­
hage dance and Namahage dr ums 
choreographed by a con temporary 
dance artist, Baku Ishii. 

Namahagc masks' 

し
'differ from village l 
·to village, a rich ) 

diversity that · 
adds to the appeal 
of Namahage. 

Shinzan Shrine 
Said to have been b uilt during the 
era of the twelfth emperor Keikoh, 
a shrine associated with Namahage. 
It is also a popular• power spot', 
with its giant nutmeg tree that dates 
back over a thousand years and nu­
merous other plants. 
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